SIR WILLIAM CROOKES
in his Presidential Address to the British Association at Bristol in 1898 he said : "I have nothing to retract; I adhere to my already published statements. Indeed I might add much thereto.'' It is more than sixty years since Crookes gave up psychical researches, and we do not seem any nearer a conclusive proof of their reality than we were then. The aid of infra-red light has recently been used to determine what is going on in dark seances, but the results obtained so far are inconclusive. If we could get infrared light intense enough to produce photographs with very short exposure, we might "film" a dark seance and detect any cheating in that way. As far as I know, no undisputed record of any spiritualistic phenomenon has been obtained. I have quoted Crookes' allusion to spiritualism in his Presidential Address : the subject turned up again at the same meeting, in a much less formal manner, at the Red Lion dinner. This is a function which occurs near the end of the meeting, whose aim is to get amusement rather than instruction out of the proceedings of the Association. Each President has a shield, with his name, crest and motto displayed upon it, hung on the walls of the reception room. The motto on Crookes' shield was " Ubi Crux, ibi Lux ". At the Red Lion dinner a distinguished chemist got up and unrolled somewhat nervously a shield which was a copy of Crookes' shield in everything except the motto, which was changed to " Ubi Crookes, ibi Spooks ". Crookes took this in very good part.
The interest taken in the subject of the passage of electricity through gases began to increase rapidly towards the end of the seventies. This was to a large extent because its vital importance in connection with the structure of molecules and atoms was beginning to be realised, and 383